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Early Care & Education Programs in North Carolina
Did you know that...

* 6,799 child care centers and family child care homes are in North Carolina?

« higher stars mean that the program has met a higher standard and provides increased quality for children?
In North Carolina there are:

Centers Homes

5 Star 2,132 48% 269 10%
4 Star 1,112 21% 683 31%
3 Star 846 18% 640 29%
2 Star 26 1% 210 11%
1 Star 82 1% 301 12%
Other 485 11% 13 0%

TOTAL 4,683 100% 2,116 100%

* NC Pre-K serves at-risk children who are four years old, in private and public sites across the state? In
North Carolina there were 1,154 sites with one or more NC Pre-K classrooms in fiscal year 2016.

* Head Start provides a range of services for children and families, including classroom settings and home
visiting? In North Carolina, 513 sites provided Head Start services in fiscal year 2015.

* to be accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) means that a
program has voluntarily chosen to meet higher national standards related to teacher education and
programmatic standards? In North Carolina, 114 child care centers are accredited by NAEYC as of
November 2015.

« 2,687 child care centers enroll children birth to three years old and 3,834 child care centers enroll children
3 to 5 years old in North Carolina?

« 997 family child care homes enroll children birth to three years old and 650 family child care homes enroll
children 3 to 5 years old in North Carolina?

« on-going professional development ensures that teachers continue to strengthen their skills in providing

early care and education to children? In North Carolina, 6,109 early educators participated in professional
development activities in fiscal year 2015 provided by or through a child care resource and referral agency.
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« 2,563 teachers, directors and family child care providers living in the State participated in the T.E.A.C.H.
Early Childhood® Project in fiscal year 2015? There were 1,318 child care programs that sponsored their
employees returning to school through this scholarship program.

* programs receive ongoing help through on-site assessments and technical assistance in order to provide
the highest quality services for children and family? In fiscal year 2015, 6,109 classrooms serving children
birth to five in North Carolina received technical assistance through a child care resource and referral
agency.

« when child care sites enroll children through the state subsidized child care program, the reimbursement
received by the child care provider is based on the age of the child and the site’s star rated license level?
Reimbursement rates have not been increased to match the actual payment market rates, so child care
programs are not receiving adequate funding for the services they provide. For example:

Maximum
Reimbursement

Market Price -
(reflects what

Percent of Market
Prices Covered

Center

North Carolin i
orth Carolina Rate - (rate the private payment Rei t;)y the .
provider receives) would be) e

Rate

2 Year Old / 4 Star $652 $815 80%

Center

2 Year Old / 5 Star $750 $1040 72%

Center

4 Year Old / 4 Star $566 $780 73%

Center

4 Year Old / 5 Star $616 $975 63%
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